


Daniel 1

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim
king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  
2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of 
Judah into his hand, along with some of the 
articles from the temple of God. These he 
carried off to the temple of his god in 
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of 
his god.  





3 deportations

• 606 BC 1st group - Daniel moved here

• 597 BC  2nd group - craftsmen etc.

• 586 BC city destroyed (besieged for 3 yrs)



Lamentations 1 

1 How deserted lies the city, once so full of 
people! How like a widow is she, who once 
was great among the nations! She who was 
queen among the provinces has now become 
a slave. 2 Bitterly she weeps at night, tears 
are upon her cheeks. Among all her lovers 
there is none to comfort her. All her friends 
have betrayed her; they have become her 
enemies.  3  After affliction and harsh labor, 
Judah has gone into exile.... 







5  Her foes have become her masters; her 
enemies are at ease. The LORD has brought 
her grief because of her many sins. Her 
children have gone into exile, captive before 
the foe.  



11 All her people groan as they search for 
bread; they barter their treasures for food to 
keep themselves alive. "Look, O LORD, and 
consider, for I am despised."  12 "Is it nothing 
to you, all you who pass by? Look around 
and see. Is any suffering like my suffering 
that was inflicted on me, that the LORD 
brought on me in the day of his fierce anger?  





Lam 4

9 Those killed by the sword are better off 
than those who die of famine; racked with 
hunger, they waste away for lack of food from 
the field.  10 With their own hands 
compassionate women have cooked their 
own children, who became their food when 
my people were destroyed.  



11  The LORD has given full vent to his 
wrath; he has poured out his fierce anger. He 
kindled a fire in Zion that consumed her 
foundations.  12 The kings of the earth did 
not believe, nor did any of the world's people, 
that enemies and foes could enter the gates 
of Jerusalem. 



13  But it happened because of the sins of 
her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, 
who shed within her the blood of the 
righteous.  



Daniel 1

1 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it.  2 And the Lord 
delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 
hand...



Daniel 1

3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of 
his court officials, to bring in some of the 
Israelites from the royal family and the 
nobility-- 4 young men without any physical 
defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every 
kind of learning, well informed, quick to 
understand, and qualified to serve in the 
king's palace. He was to teach them the 
language and literature of the Babylonians.



Different approaches toward politics

1. Politics is a bad business and to be avoided.



Different approaches toward politics

1. Politics is a bad business and to be avoided.
2. Christians and the church should focus 

almost entirely on spiritual matters.



John 18v36

Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. 
If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 
my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom 
is from another place."  



3. Give up – no hope situation
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3. Give up – no hope situation
4. It’s what were about (Liberation theology) 
5. Triumphalist / Dominion Theology
6. Engagement / involvement



Jerm 29

4  This is what the LORD Almighty, the God 
of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon:



Jerm 29

5  "Build houses and settle down; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce.  6 Marry 
and have sons and daughters; find wives for 
your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons 
and daughters. Increase in number there; do 
not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper."



...11 For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. 



God has established Civic and national 
leadership

Romans 13
1 Everyone must submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established 
by God. 



4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But 
if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword for nothing. He is God's 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer.  



1. That the concept of civic leadership is good
2. Part of God’s plan (because of the fall)
3. Christians are to submit to earthly rulers 

(qualified). 
4. We are to respect those in leadership over 

us
5. We are to pay tax - render to Caesar



Daniel 2 

1 In the second year of his reign, 
Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was 
troubled and he could not sleep.  



2 So the king summoned the magicians, 
enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell 
him what he had dreamed. When they came 
in and stood before the king, 3 he said to 
them, "I have had a dream that troubles me 
and I want to know what it means."  



1 Timothy 2 

1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone-- 2  for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 



10 The astrologers answered the king, "There 
is not a man on earth who can do what the 
king asks! No king, however great and 
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any 
magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 What 
the king asks is too difficult. No one can 
reveal it to the king except the gods, and they 
do not live among men."  



12 This made the king so angry and furious 
that he ordered the execution of all the wise 
men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was 
issued to put the wise men to death, and men 
were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to 
put them to death.  14  When Arioch, the 
commander of the king's guard, had gone out 
to put to death the wise men of Babylon, 
Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.



Daniel’s 1st Dream



Dan 2

19  During the night the mystery was 
revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel 
praised the God of heaven 20 and said: 
"Praise be to the name of God for ever and 
ever; wisdom and power are his.  21  He 
changes times and seasons; he sets up kings 
and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the 
wise and knowledge to the discerning.



26 The king asked Daniel (also called 
Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what I 
saw in my dream and interpret it?"   27  Daniel 
replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or 
diviner can explain to the king the mystery he 
has asked about,  28  but there is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown 
King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days 
to come. Your dream and the visions that 
passed through your mind as you lay on your 
bed are these: 



29  "As you were lying there, O king, your mind 
turned to things to come, and the revealer of 
mysteries showed you what is going to happen.   
30  As for me, this mystery has been revealed to 
me, not because I have greater wisdom than 
other living men, but so that you, O king, may 
know the interpretation and that you may 
understand what went through your mind.  31  
"You looked, O king, and there before you stood 
a large statue--an enormous, dazzling statue, 
awesome in appearance.  





32  The head of the statue was made of pure 
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and 
thighs of bronze,   33  its legs of iron, its feet 
partly of iron and partly of baked clay.   34  
While you were watching, a rock was cut 
out, but not by human hands. It struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay and 
smashed them



35  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the 
silver and the gold were broken to pieces at 
the same time and became like chaff on a 
threshing floor in the summer. The wind 
swept them away without leaving a trace. But 
the rock that struck the statue became a 
huge mountain and filled the whole earth.



36  "This was the dream, and now we will 
interpret it to the king.  37  You, O king, are 
the king of kings. The God of heaven has 
given you dominion and power and might and 
glory;   38  in your hands he has placed 
mankind and the beasts of the field and the 
birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has 
made you ruler over them all. You are that 
head of gold.



39  "After you, another kingdom will rise, 
inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of 
bronze, will rule over the whole earth.   40  
Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong 
as iron--for iron breaks and smashes 
everything--and as iron breaks things to 
pieces, so it will crush and break all the 
others.   



41  Just as you saw that the feet and toes were 
partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will 
be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of 
the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron 
mixed with clay.  42  As the toes were partly iron 
and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly 
strong and partly brittle.  43  And just as you saw 
the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will 
be a mixture and will not remain united, any 
more than iron mixes with clay.



44  "In the time of those kings, the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that will 
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to 
another people. It will crush all those 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will 
itself endure forever.   



45  This is the meaning of the vision of the 
rock cut out of a mountain, but not by 
human hands--a rock that broke the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the 
gold to pieces. "The great God has shown 
the king what will take place in the future. 
The dream is true and the interpretation is 
trustworthy.”





The Meaning of the First Dream

1. King Nebuchadnezzar and Babylonian 
Kingdom

2. Medo-Persian Empire  King Cyrus; Darius
3. Greek Empire under Alexander the Great
4. Greeks replaced by Romans (symbolized by 

legs of Iron)
5. Rome followed by a brittle mix of weakness 

and strength





37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The 
God of heaven has given you dominion and 
power and might and glory;   38  in your 
hands he has placed mankind and the beasts 
of the field and the birds of the air. Wherever 
they live, he has made you ruler over them 
all. You are that head of gold.



Romans 9

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I 
raised you up for this very purpose, that I 
might display my power in you and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 



John 19

Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power 
either to free you or to crucify you?" 

11 Jesus answered, "You would have no 
power over me if it were not given to you from 
above. 



Isaiah 45

1 "This is what the LORD says to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take 
hold of to subdue nations before him and to 
strip kings of their armor, to open doors 
before him so that gates will not be shut: 2  I 
will go before you and will level the 
mountains; I will break down gates of bronze 
and cut through bars of iron. 



4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel 
my chosen, I summon you by name and 
bestow on you a title of honor, though you do 
not acknowledge me.  5 I am the LORD, and 
there is no other; apart from me there is no 
God. I will strengthen you…



7 I form the light and create darkness, I bring 
prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, 
do all these things. 



Proverbs 21 

1 The king's heart is in the hand of the 
LORD; he directs it like a watercourse 
wherever he pleases.  



King Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd Dream



Daniel 2

9  I said, "Belteshazzar, chief of the 
magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy 
gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult 
for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me.   
10  These are the visions I saw while lying in 
my bed: I looked, and there before me stood 
a tree in the middle of the land. Its height was 
enormous.   



11  The tree grew large and strong and its top 
touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of 
the earth.  12 Its leaves were beautiful, its 
fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. 
Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, 
and the birds of the air lived in its branches; 
from it every creature was fed.



13  "In the visions I saw while lying in my 
bed, I looked, and there before me was a 
messenger, a holy one, coming down from 
heaven.   14  He called in a loud voice: 'Cut 
down the tree and trim off its branches; strip 
off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the 
animals flee from under it and the birds from 
its branches. 



15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with 
iron and bronze, remain in the ground, in the 
grass of the field. "'Let him be drenched with 
the dew of heaven, and let him live with the 
animals among the plants of the earth.  16  
Let his mind be changed from that of a man 
and let him be given the mind of an animal, 
till seven times pass by for him.  



17  "'The decision is announced by 
messengers, the holy ones declare the 
verdict, so that the living may know that the 
Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of 
men and gives them to anyone he wishes 
and sets over them the lowliest of men.'  



Belteshazzar answered, "My lord, if only the 
dream applied to your enemies and its 
meaning to your adversaries!  



22  you, O king, are that tree! You have 
become great and strong; your greatness has 
grown until it reaches the sky, and your 
dominion extends to distant parts of the 
earth...  4  "This is the interpretation, O king, 
and this is the decree the Most High has 
issued against my lord the king:  



25  You will be driven away from people and will 
live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like 
cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. 
Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign 
over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 
anyone he wishes.   26  The command to leave 
the stump of the tree with its roots means that 
your kingdom will be restored to you when you 
acknowledge that Heaven rules.



27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept 
my advice: Renounce your sins by doing 
what is right, and your wickedness by being 
kind to the oppressed. It may be that then 
your prosperity will continue.”



Hanging Gardens of Babylon:

• Nebuchadnezzar married a beautiful princess 
from Tehran in Persia

• She missed the green hills and valleys of her 
homeland. 

• So he build the “hanging gardens of Babylon.
• He build a mountain with trees, shrubs and 

plants and a zoo on top.
• Tourists came from around the world to see it
• One of the 7 wonders of the world









29  Twelve months later, as the king was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of 
Babylon,   30  he said, "Is not this the great 
Babylon I have built as the royal residence, 
by my mighty power and for the glory of my 
majesty?"  31 The words were still on his lips 
when a voice came from heaven, "This is 
what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: 



Your royal authority has been taken from you.  
32 You will be driven away from people and 
will live with the wild animals; you will eat 
grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for 
you until you acknowledge that the Most High 
is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and 
gives them to anyone he wishes."



33  Immediately what had been said about 
Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven 
away from people and ate grass like cattle. 
His body was drenched with the dew of 
heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of 
an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.





34  At the end of that time, I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward 
heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I 
praised the Most High; I honored and glorified 
him who lives forever. 



His dominion is an eternal dominion; his 
kingdom endures from generation to 
generation.35 All the peoples of the earth 
are regarded as nothing. He does as he 
pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth. No one can hold 
back his hand or say to him: "What have 
you done?”



36 At the same time that my sanity was 
restored, my honor and splendor were 
returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. 
My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I 
was restored to my throne and became even 
greater than before. 37 Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify 
the King of heaven, because everything he 
does is right and all his ways are just. And 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.



Acts 12

21  On the appointed day Herod, wearing his 
royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a 
public address to the people.   22  They 
shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a 
man."   23  Immediately, because Herod did 
not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord 
struck him down, and he was eaten by worms 
and died. 



Daniel 5 

1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a 
thousand of his nobles and drank wine with 
them. 



3 they brought in the gold goblets that had 
been taken from the temple of God in 
Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his 
wives and his concubines drank from them.   
4   As they drank the wine, they praised the 
gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood 
and stone. 



5  Suddenly the fingers of a human hand 
appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. 
The king watched the hand as it wrote... 6  
His face turned pale and he was so 
frightened that his knees knocked together 
and his legs gave way.   



17 Then Daniel answered the king, "You may 
keep your gifts for yourself and give your 
rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will 
read the writing for the king and tell him what 
it means.



18 "O king, the Most High God gave your 
father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and 
greatness and glory and splendor.   19  
Because of the high position he gave him, all 
the peoples and nations and men of every 
language dreaded and feared him. Those the 
king wanted to put to death, he put to death; 
those he wanted to spare, he spared; those 
he wanted to promote, he promoted; and 
those he wanted to humble, he humbled.   



20  But when his heart became arrogant and 
hardened with pride, he was deposed from 
his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 21  
He was driven away from people and given 
the mind of an animal; he lived with the wild 
donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his 
body was drenched with the dew of heaven, 
until he acknowledged that the Most High 
God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men 
and sets over them anyone he wishes.



22  "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not 
humbled yourself, though you knew all this.   
23  Instead, you have set yourself up against 
the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from 
his temple brought to you, and you and your 
nobles, your wives and your concubines 
drank wine from them. 



You praised the gods of silver and gold, of 
bronze, iron, wood and stone, which 
cannot see or hear or understand. But you 
did not honor the God who holds in his 
hand your life and all your ways.   24  
Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the 
inscription.



25  "This is the inscription that was written: 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN  26  "This is 
what these words mean: Mene : God has 
numbered the days of your reign and brought 
it to an end.  27 Tekel : You have been 
weighed on the scales and found wanting. 







30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the 
Babylonians, was slain, 31 and Darius the 
Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of 
sixty-two.  



Jerm 29

7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the 
city to which I have carried you into exile. 
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper."




