


Daniel 1:1‐21  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem 
and besieged it.  2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of 
Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the 
temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  3 Then the 
king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in 
some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility‐‐ 4

young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing 
aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 
understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace.



He was to teach them the language and literature of the 
Babylonians.  5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food 
and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for 
three years, and after that they were to enter the king's 
service.  6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  7 The chief official gave them 
new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, 
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.  8
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food 
and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to 
defile himself this way. 



Now God had caused the official to show favour and sympathy 
to Daniel,  10 but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord 
the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he 
see you looking worse than the other young men your age? 
The king would then have my head because of you."  11 Daniel 
then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed 
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,  12 "Please test 
your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to 
eat and water to drink.  13 Then compare our appearance with 
that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 
servants in accordance with what you see." 



So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  15 At the 
end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished 
than any of the young men who ate the royal food.  16 So the 
guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to 
drink and gave them vegetables instead.  17 To these four young 
men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions 
and dreams of all kinds.  18 At the end of the time set by the 
king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to 
Nebuchadnezzar. 



The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's 
service.  20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king questioned them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole 
kingdom.  21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of 
King Cyrus. 





The sovereignty of God in the lives of His people

Daniel 1:1-2 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  2 And 

the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of 

the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his 

god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.



Daniel 1:9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to 

Daniel…

Daniel 1:17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds 



Joseph ….
Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.



Esther ….
Esther 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for 

the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will 

perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a 

time as this?"



Daniel ….
Daniel 1:18-21 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.  19 The king talked with 

them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; 

so they entered the king's service.  20 In every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten 

times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.  21

And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.



The nations ….
Psalm 2:1-6 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  2

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against 

the LORD and against his Anointed One.  3 "Let us break their chains," they 

say, "and throw off their fetters."  4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the 

Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them 

in his wrath, saying,  6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."



The church ….
Acts 4:23-24 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own 

people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.  24

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. 

"Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea, and everything in them.

Acts 4:27-28 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy 

servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  28 They did what your power and will 

had decided beforehand should happen.



Persecuted Christians ….
Revelation 4:2-3 … I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in 

heaven with someone sitting on it.  3 And the one who sat there had the 

appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, 

encircled the throne….

- Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were 

created and have their being."



Living in a pagan culture begins with a decision to 
please God
Being intentional

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 

wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.



Genesis 39:9-10 My master has withheld nothing from me except you, 

because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin 

against God?"  10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to 

go to bed with her or even be with her.

1 Peter 2:11-12 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, 

to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12 Live such good 

lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us..



Wisdom and courtesy

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 

wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.

Daniel 1:11-12 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had 

appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,  12 "Please test your 

servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink.

- Matthew 10:16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be 

as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves..



Expecting God’s help

Daniel 1:13-15 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who 

eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see."  14

So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  15 At the end of the ten days 

they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate 

the royal food.



1. While God’s sovereignty may not always be obvious, He is ALWAYS IN 

CONTROL!!!!!

2. God’s help COMES IN A VARIETY OF WAYS ….

3. What we really believe about God has a powerful impact on the way we 

behave!!

Ephesians 1:17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 

may know him better.

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 

anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.


