


Is  i t  rea l ly  possib le?

Doing MORE
With much less



Acts 6:8-15 Now Stephen, a man full 
of God's grace and power, did great wonders 
and miraculous signs among the people.  9

Opposition arose, however, from members of 
the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called) - Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as 
well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These 
men began to argue with Stephen,  10 but they 
could not stand up against his wisdom or the 
Spirit by whom he spoke.



Then they secretly persuaded some men to 
say, "We have heard Stephen speak words of 
blasphemy against Moses and against God."  12

So they stirred up the people and the elders 
and the teachers of the law. They seized 
Stephen and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin.  



They produced false witnesses, who testified, 
"This fellow never stops speaking against this 
holy place and against the law.  14 For we have 
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and change the customs 
Moses handed down to us."  15 All who were 
sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at 
Stephen, and they saw that his face was like 
the face of an angel. 



The place of signs, wonders and 
miracles in the church today …



The ministry of Jesus:
• Incarnation – Phil.2:5-8 | Lk.3:21,22 | Lk.4:14 | 

Jn.5:19,20
• Preparation of the disciples – Lk.9:1,2 | 

Lk.10:8,9 | Jn.14:12,13

The apostles continue the ministry Jesus was 
doing

- Acts 1:8 | Acts 3:6-8 | Acts 5:12 | Acts 5:15,16
• Preparation of the Believers – Acts 2:42

The church continues the ministry the apostles 
were doing

- Acts 6:8 | Acts 8:5-8 
- 1Cor.3:5,6

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 



The effective communication of 
the Christian message today…



1 Corinthians 3:6-8 I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God made it grow.  7 So neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God, who makes things grow.  8 The man 
who plants and the man who waters have one 
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to 
his own labor.

Rom.1:16 | Eph.6:19 | Acts 4:29,33



• Stephen’s preaching – authority and confidence
Acts 6:9,10 | Acts 4:29,31 | Lk.12:11,12

• The result of Stephen’s preaching – opposition 
and persecution
Acts 7:54 | Acts 7:57,58 | Acts 8:1

• Content of Stephen’s preaching – context, 
audience, attitude
Acts 6:13,14



A Spirit filled response to opposition…



• How we respond is as important to God’s 
purposes as the message we preach
Acts 7:59 – 8:1 |  Acts 7:55,56



Is i t really possible?


