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ELDERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

Acts 20:13-38   We went on ahead to the ship 
and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul 
aboard. He had made this arrangement because he 
was going there on foot.  14 When he met us at Assos, 
we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene.  15 The 
next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The 
day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the 
following day arrived at Miletus.  16 Paul had decided to 
sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the 
province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach 
Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost.  17 
From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the 
church. 
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When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I 
lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I 
came into the province of Asia.  19 I served the Lord 
with great humility and with tears, although I was 
severely tested by the plots of the Jews.  20 You know 
that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would 
be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house.  21 I have declared to both Jews 
and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance 
and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
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"And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there.  
23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns 
me that prison and hardships are facing me.  24 
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only 
I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God's grace.  25 "Now I know that none of you 
among whom I have gone about preaching the 
kingdom will ever see me again.  26 Therefore, I 
declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of 
all men. 
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For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole 
will of God.  28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood.  29 I know that after I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 
flock.  30 Even from your own number men will arise 
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples 
after them.  31 So be on your guard! Remember that for 
three years I never stopped warning each of you night 
and day with tears.
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"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, 
which can build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.  33 I have not 
coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing.  34 You 
yourselves know that these hands of mine have 
supplied my own needs and the needs of my 
companions.  35 In everything I did, I showed you that 
by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 
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When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them 
and prayed.  37 They all wept as they embraced him 
and kissed him.  38 What grieved them most was his 
statement that they would never see his face again. 
Then they accompanied him to the ship. 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR ELDERSHIP

1 Timothy 3:1-7  Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his 
heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.  2 Now the 
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, 
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  
3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  4 He must manage his own 
family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.  
5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how 
can he take care of God's church?)  6 He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same 
judgment as the devil.  7 He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's 
trap.
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ELDERS APPOINTED TO OVERSEE EACH LOCAL 
CHURCH

• SHEPHERDS (Poimein) – 1Peter 5:2-3

• OVERSEER (Episkopos) – Acts 20:28

• ELDERS (Presbuteros) – 1Tim.5:17
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ELDERS APPOINTED TO OVERSEE EACH LOCAL 
CHURCH

Acts 14:23  Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them 
in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed 
them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.

Acts 15:1-2  Some men came down from Judea to 
Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, 
you cannot be saved."  2 This brought Paul and Barnabas 
into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and 
Barnabas were appointed, along with some other 
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and 
elders about this question.



ELDERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

ELDERS APPOINTED TO OVERSEE EACH LOCAL 
CHURCH

1 Timothy 4:14  Do not neglect your gift, which was given 
you through a prophetic message when the body of 
elders laid their hands on you.

Titus 1:5  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might 
straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you.
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ELDERS APPOINTED TO OVERSEE EACH LOCAL 
CHURCH

James 5:14  Is any one of you sick? He should call the 
elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with 
oil in the name of the Lord.
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ELDERS ENSURE THAT WHAT JESUS TAUGHT AND 
MODELLED IS ADHERED TO IN THE CHURCH

JESUS – APOSTLES – ELDERS – PEOPLE

• The message of the Kingdom

Acts 20:18-20  When they arrived, he said to them: "You 
know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the 
first day I came into the province of Asia.  19 I served the 
Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was 
severely tested by the plots of the Jews.  20 You know 
that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would 
be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from 
house to house.



ELDERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

JESUS – APOSTLES – ELDERS – PEOPLE

Acts 20:25  "Now I know that none of you among whom I 
have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me 
again.

Acts 20:27  For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the 
whole will of God.
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JESUS – APOSTLES – ELDERS – PEOPLE

1 Corinthians 2:2-5  For I resolved to know nothing while I 
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  3 I 
came to you in weakness and fear, and with much 
trembling.  4 My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit's power,  5 so that your faith 
might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.

- 1 Thessalonians 1:5  …our gospel came to you not simply 
with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and 
with deep conviction.
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• The message of the Kingdom NEEDS TO BE 
MODELLED

Acts 4:29-30  Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness.  30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform 
miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.“

Romans 15:17-19   Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my 
service to God.  18 I will not venture to speak of anything 
except what Christ has accomplished through me in 
leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and 
done-- 19 by the power of signs and miracles, through 
the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way 
around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of 
Christ.
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1 Corinthians 11:1  Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:6  You became imitators of us and of 
the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the 
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 4:16-17  Therefore I urge you to imitate me.  
17 For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son 
whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind 
you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with 
what I teach everywhere in every church.
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• Shepherds who WATCH OVER the church

1 Samuel 17:34-35  But David said to Saul, "Your servant 
has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,  35 I 
went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its 
mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck 
it and killed it.
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1 Peter 5:8-9  Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the 
faith, because you know that your brothers throughout 
the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

- Ephesians 6:10-12  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power.  11 Put on the full armour of God so that 
you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms.
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Galatians 3:1-5  Who has bewitched you? Before your 
very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.  
2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing 
what you heard?  3 Are you so foolish? After beginning 
with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort?  4 Have you suffered so much for nothing-
- if it really was for nothing?  5 Does God give you his 
Spirit and work miracles among you because you 
observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?
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2 Corinthians 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  
14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an 
angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants 
masquerade as servants of righteousness.
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• Love and affection must be a non negotiable

Acts 20:36-37  When he had said this, he knelt down with 
all of them and prayed.  37 They all wept as they 
embraced him and kissed him.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3  If I speak in the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender 
my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
.
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• Love and affection has to be the foundation

Acts 20:36-37  When he had said this, he knelt down with 
all of them and prayed.  37 They all wept as they 
embraced him and kissed him.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3  If I speak in the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender 
my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
.


