


Jesus our model of love

• Babylonian Talmud, Yomah 9b: ‘After the latter 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi had died, the 
Holy Spirit departed from Israel, but they still availed 
themselves of the voice from heaven’

• Josephus, Against Apion: ‘From Artaxerxes to our own 
times a complete history has been written, but has not 
been deemed worthy of equal credit with the earlier 
records, because of the failure of the exact succession 
of the prophets’

• 1 Maccabees: ‘So they tore down the altar and stored 
the stones in a convenient place on the temple hill until 
there should come a prophet to tell what to do with 
them.’



Pharisees Sadducees

Essenes

Zealots



Matt 2:16. Then Herod, when he saw that he 
had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, he sent and killed all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in all that region 
who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had ascertained from the 
wise men.



He had love for the 
father
Luke 2

46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said 
to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t 
you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”50 But they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. 



He was loved by the 
father
Matthew 3:16&17 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the 
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.”





word
Matthew 4

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came 
to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the 
holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 



6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it 
is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,

and they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I 
will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.






















