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24
th

 October Ninja night    31
st   

October Dodgeball 

             7
th 

 November Disco *Dress white or lumo 

          14
th

 November Waterquest *Bring a towel 

              21
st
 November Outreach *Bring R20 

                    28
th

 November Braai vibes  

        5
th

 Beach - Fish Hoek Outing 

*meet at play equipment near restaurant. Bring picnic and note 

change of time 5:30-7pm. 

Doing family camps has become a costly expense that 

many can not afford so we have come up with an idea 

that we think is brilliant. We want to organise a family festi-

val. The idea is to do a 1night camping trip with loads of 

fun activities and family input. There is one problem, we 

need a big property to do this on. Do you have a contact 

for a farm? A field? A big piece of land in a pretty place? 

Something with ablutions, swimming facilities and drinking 

water, would be great...and something that is a little out of 

Cape Town but not too far (like Grabouw) but hey, we’re 

resourceful people and are open to suggestions. So if you 

have any ideas that are not too expensive or you would 

like to buy us a piece of land in Grabouw then please con-

tact me at the church or e-mail me: jo-

lene@connectchurch.org.za 

PS if you cant help in this department you can still start get-

ting your camping gear together and toughen up a lit-

tle...it will be the opposite of everything you find at Con-

stantia Village...and we mean that in a good way. 



and here are a few of the things 

we are excited in 2015 
25 Jan First Children’s Church of the year. 

Come register your children from 9:30 am. Coffee will 

be served.  

1 Feb Ice cream Sunday. This Sunday we invite all the 

pre-schoolers and their parents to have ice creams 

in classes after the service to meet your child’s Chil-

dren’s Church leaders for the year. 

8 Feb Same as above but for Gr1-7 

20-22 Feb Gr 6&7 Camp 

13-14 March Proposed weekend for Family Festival 

29 March Generations Connect service 

   LINDA AND MARK ANDERSON SHARE SOME PRACTICAL        

 THOUGHTS ON  

   RAISING GENEROUS KIDS 
We are living in a consumer-oriented, materialistic and pretty 

self-absorbed culture where instant gratification is the norm. It is quite a challenge to raise our kids to be 

grateful and content with what they have, to be outward-looking and sensitive to the needs of others. We 

need to be intentional when it comes to teaching our children about being generous with money and with 

time.  As with any other aspect of parenting, our little ones learn primarily from what we do, and they 

read us like a book – quite a daunting prospect!    

GENEROUS WITH MONEY 

Crucial to raising generous and kind children is instilling in them the importance of stewardship – having a 

realistic view of money, of seeing its value, and teaching them to differentiate between luxury items and 

basic necessities.  

Albeit subtle, there is constant pressure to give children toys and games, clothing, cell-phones and sports 

equipment simply because their peers have it.  New “crazes” appear all the time – the latest being diabo-

lo. We are familiar with the “EVERYBODY else has one…” scenario.  I want to suggest that at times your 

child’s perception may be correct, that many of the kids in their class may indeed have those items.   

Children are often given expensive items without having any concept of the value of them, without having 

had to work or save for them, and without having to wait very long to get what they want.  

So how do we teach them the importance of being wise with money, of one day being accountable to 

God in the way they spend it, and being generous?  

Let’s teach our kids to be thankful  

Ideally, “thank you” are words that should be heard many times a day in our homes – saying thank you to 

God at meal times for all His blessings, expressing appreciation and thanks to each other for any acts of 

kindness around the home, and stressing the importance of what is becoming an out-dated practice, 

phoning or writing a note to say thank you for a gift.  Teaching our kids to be thankful for what they have, 

for the small things, for the people in their lives, is paramount to making them appreciative.  

Let’s teach our kids to associate money with work 

Each year I would ask the 9 year old children in my class who got pocket money.  Probably two thirds of 

the class would put up their hands.  Of those who got pocket money, only very few would be required to 

do chores like make their own beds and tend to their pets to earn that pocket money.  Whilst we as par-

ents love to spoil our children, it is important to protect them from a feeling of entitlement, and rather 

instil in them a good work ethic.   



Let’s teach our kids to save 

Equipping our kids with the concept of being responsible with money and saving for something special is 

an invaluable life skill.  They learn to be patient in waiting for what they want, and to value what they 

have.  

Let’s expose our kids to the needs of the poor 

In an attempt to shield and protect them, our kids are not truly exposed to the real poverty that exists 

just a few minutes away from where we live. The reality is that once we are brought face to face with 

poverty, the plight of those living in such dire circumstances goes from being head knowledge to being a 

matter of the heart.  

Being pro-active in exposing our children to the needs of others will create a realisation for them that 

they are privileged and fortunate.  This may take us out of our comfort zone, but will be invaluable in cre-

ating this awareness, and hopefully spur them on to do as the Lord commands, to share with the poor. 

Taking a short drive into Masiphumulele, Capricorn or Vrygrond will show them the small, overcrowded, 

run-down homes, the lack of greenery and play areas, the thin animals,  and people who have no work.   

Helping our kids to make a difference themselves is vital. We can let them be a part of sorting out cloth-

ing, toys and food that can be shared with the poor.   They will be eager to share their toys when they 

have visited a disadvantaged crèche, for example.   

Let’s teach our kids to tithe.  

Without sharing detail, being open with our kids about tithing aids them in their understanding of the 

importance of giving to the local church, missionaries, para-church organisations, and those in need.  

They have “buy-in” if they have met the missionaries, and are aware of their needs and how God is using 

them where they are.   

It is ideal that from the time kids get money on a regular basis, they become aware of the concept of tith-

ing.  In order to facilitate this, the money could be given to them in denominations that make tithing 

easy.  So R20 per week split into change, where it is easy to keep the R2 coin to take to Sunday school, 

and a couple of Rand for the piggy bank/bank account (depending on the age of the child). 

Let’s teach our kids that real happiness is not about having a lot of money. 

It is vital that we spend time with our family and friends, having fun activities that do not involve money.  

Going on a picnic, having a large group of friends join in on a day hike, etc create lasting, happy memories 

that children can treasure forever. It emphasises placing more value on relationships than on things.  
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7th  DECEMBER GENEROSITY SUNDAY 

EVERY FAMILY WHO HAS HAD A CHILD WHO HAS ATTENDED 

CONNECT KIDS THIS YEAR ON A FRIDAY OR A SUNDAY. 

PLEASE READ AND CONSIDER. 

WE ARE DOING A THANKSGIVING TEA FOR OUR LEADERS ON 

SUNDAY THE 7th  DECEMBER 

WE ASK THAT YOU BRING A PLATE OF SWEET OR SAVOURY 

EATS WITH A LITTLE THANK YOU NOTE ATTACHED. THIS IS A 

SMALL WAY THAT YOU CAN THANK THE VOLUNTEERS FOR 

SERVING YOUR CHILDREN SO FAITHFULLY AND LOVINGLY. 

WE ARE ASKING THAT YOU DROP OFF IN THE NORTH HALL 

BETWEEN 8 AND 10AM. OUR LEADERS WILL BE THANKED IN 

THE MORNING SERVICE AND THEN TAKEN THROUGH FOR A 

SPECIAL TEA AFTER THAT. 

GENEROUS WITH TIME 

Raising children to be generous with their time is just as challenging, considering the busy lives that we 

and our children lead.  In our desire to give our children the best that we can, to equip them to cope with 

the demands on them, and make them as well-rounded as possible, it can feel that we are on a treadmill. 

School can be demanding for some children, and often after school the pace continues to be hectic.  They 

attend sports practices and other extra-murals, complete homework, practise musical instruments, go to 

extra lessons, etc.  

In the midst of that busy-ness, our challenge is to remind our children that life does not only revolve 

around them and their well-being, and that having time for others and for God is paramount.   

Once again, the challenge is for us as adults to set the example.  At times work pressures can easily crowd 

out family time, and we need to be sacrificial in setting the example by spending time with our children, 

and in our church and community.  It takes discipline and planning, but spending time modelling 

“generous behaviour”, especially in the early years of our child’s life, is an investment in his/her future.  It 

is said that a child’s values and personality are fairly “hard coded” by age 7.  Laying a firm foundation in 

our children’s lives, by demonstrating that we love them enough to give up other important things to 

spend time with them is of more eternal significance than an extra hour at the office. 

Some ideas for creating opportunities for our kids to make a difference and give generously of their time 

are:   

* Attending church/Sunday school regularly, which consolidates for our kids our commitment to setting 

aside time for God.   

* Visiting grandparents and other family members regularly and sometimes at the expense of other more 

“interesting” options.  This confirms the importance of making time (and sometimes sacrifices) for loved 

ones.   

* Helping out as a family at church events. 

* Inviting lonely or hurting friends to join a fun family event. 

* Making sandwiches for street children, or helping to prepare a meal for someone    

   in need. 

* Making a love gift for the gardener or lady who cleans the home. 

* Spending a morning at TEARS to clean dog kennels.  

This time of the year is an opportune time be a little more focused on generosity.  Let’s embrace it and 

seize the opportunity to enlighten our kids and empower them to see that they too can make a differ-

ence for Jesus!    

 



HERE IS A BIBLE STUDY THAT CAN BE DONE WITH YOUR CHILDREN TO        

  DISCUSS CONTENTMENT AND THE LOVE OF MONEY.  
 

Intro 

Take a large sheet of paper and divide it into two columns.  Ask your kids the question:  “What are some 

of the things that you want in life?”  Most will probably be of a materialistic nature.  Write their answers 

down – the materialistic possessions in the left hand column.  Write any answers that are more eternal in 

nature in the right hand column.   

Then ask the question “What do you think are some of the things that God wants for your life?”  Write 

these answers on the right hand side of the page.   

Bible 

Ask them what they think is more important, column A or B?  Read with them 1 Timothy 6:6-10 to see 

what God wants for us in life.  

Talk about: 

What does Godliness mean? It means being like God. 

How do we do this?  We read the Bible to find out what He is like, and we pray and ask the Holy Spirit to 

help us 

What does contentment mean? It means being happy with what you have.  

Read vs 7:  Talk about that they came into the world with nothing, and will die like that.  We don’t take 

anything to heaven. 

Ask them what they think they really need. Let them see if they can find the answer in vs 8 

Ask them what happens to the person who wants to be rich.  Read vs 9 and 10. (temptation, snares, 

senseless, harmful, ruin, destruction, all kinds of evil).  These scary words don’t apply to all rich people – 

the warning is to those who LOVE money.   

We always want more.  Sometimes we think if we JUST had the new play station game, for example, we 

will be happy, but when we have had it for a while, we want another one.   

It is hard to be happy when ALL you want are nice things. 

Prayer 

Pray together to ask God to help each member of the family to be happy with what they have.   

(Adapted from “The Love of Money” Bible Lesson - http://ministry-to-children.com) 

 

THERE IS ANOTHER LESSON ON TEACHING TO BE GENEROUS ON   www.kidsofintegrity.com/lessons/

generosity/bible-stories 

     HERE IS A BIBLE STUDY YOU CAN DO WITH YOUR CHILDREN TO 

      DISCUSS THE CONCEPT OF TITHING 
Intro: Explain what a tithe is.  A tithe is a tenth of your money.  So if you have R10, R1 should go to God, 

but we could give more. 

Story: Justin was earning money to buy a new bicycle.  He had saved all his birthday and Christmas mon-

ey. He saved his pocket money each week.  He asked his mom and dad for more chores so that he could 

earn more money.  He mowed the lawns for four people in his road, and he offered to wash cars for 

many others.  He also took Mrs Hockley’s dog for a walk each day. He was so close now!!! He needed just 

R50 more, and he would be able to buy the shiny, new bike that he had been eyeing at Olympic Cycles.   

During the lesson time at Sunday school, his teacher was telling the class about tithing, giving some of 

your money that you have to God.  He was wondering whether his mom and dad tithed.  They always 

gave him money to put in the collection bag at Sunday school, so he presumed that they did.  While he 

was thinking about this, he heard the teacher suggest that everyone should also tithe.  Well, that did not 

include him of course, because he wasn’t an adult, and he wasn’t working.  He was only a child and did 

not earn a lot of money.   

Next Sunday, hopefully, he would be able to ride to Sunday school on his new bike.  By Wednesday, he 

would have all the money he needed.  Only, all of Monday and Tuesday he could not stop thinking about 

what the teacher said.  He actually had quite a lot of money!  But if he gave a tenth of it to the Lord, then 

he would not be able to buy his bike!  “Oh”, he thought, “I will buy the bike, and then I will do more work 

so that I can give money to the Lord!”   

When he woke up on Wednesday morning, he knew what he had to do.  He told his dad that he would 

have to wait a few more weeks for his bike because he had forgotten that he had to tithe.  He was so sad, 

but he felt better inside because he knew he had done the right thing.   

That night his dad was sitting in the lounge reading the newspaper!   “Justin, I think you will be interested 

in reading this,” said his dad.  His dad handed him the newspaper.  Taking up half the page was an advert 

for Sportsman’s Warehouse and it listed all the things they had on sale.  There, for just the right amount 

of money that he had saved, was the same bicycle that he wanted!   

Boy, was he so pleased that he had obeyed God!   

Bible story 

Read in Luke 21 the story about the widow.   

The widow gave more than she could afford to give, but Jesus said that she actually gave more than the 

rich person, because she had such a little to give.   

Even though you are not an adult, and don’t have a lot to give, if you give it GENEROUSLY to God, it is the 

same as giving a lot of money.   

Prayer: Pray that God will help us to give generously and cheerfully, and that He will help us to be kind to 

others in need.  (2 Cor 9:7) 


