
Essential Tips 

and Tricks 

For understanding 

your Bible 



#1 PICK THE  

RIGHT TRANSLATION 



“A formal equivalence translation lets the reader interpret 

for himself or herself. However, the reader often does not 

have the background information or the tools to interpret 

accurately. The net result is that he or she runs the risk of 

misunderstanding the text, simply because their translation 

was not clear enough. 

 

On the other hand, a functional equivalence translation is 

usually clear and quite understandable. But if the 

translators missed the point of the original (either 

intentionally or unintentionally) they may communicate an 

idea foreign to the biblical text.” -- Daniel B. Wallace 

#1 PICK THE RIGHT TRANSLATION 



#2 IDENTIFY  

YOUR BAGGAGE 



#3 UNDERSTAND 

COMMUNICATION 



#4 UNDERSTAND 

THE DISTANCE 



#5 UNDERSTAND 

THE BACKGROUND 



#5 UNDERSTAND THE BACKGROUND 

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, 

you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes 

being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and 

sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had 

compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves 

had a better possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore do not 

throw away your confidence, which has a great 

reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you 

have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 



#6 UNDERSTAND WHAT 

KIND OF LITERATURE 

YOU’RE READING 



#6 UNDERSTAND WHAT KIND OF LITERATURE YOU’RE READING 

Psalm 56:6 

Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on 

me; 

    all day long an attacker oppresses me; 
2 my enemies trample on me all day long, 

    for many attack me proudly. 



#6 UNDERSTAND WHAT KIND OF LITERATURE YOU’RE READING 

Proverbs 22:6 

6 Train up a child in the way he should go; 

    even when he is old he will not depart from it. 



#7 CONTEXT  

IS KING 



#7 CONTEXT IS KING 

Psalm 14:1 

“There is no God.” 

 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 



Philippians 4:13 

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for 

me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of 

being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to 

be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how 

to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 

secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I 

can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

#7 CONTEXT IS KING 

Philippians 4:13 

 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 



Matthew 18:20 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 

have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 

one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 

refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

#7 CONTEXT IS KING 

Matthew 18:20 

 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am 

I among them.” 



Matthew 18:20 

19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, there am I among them.” 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will 

my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as 

seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven 

times, but seventy-seven times. 

#7 CONTEXT IS KING 



Job 18:5-7 

5 “Indeed, the light of the wicked is put out, 

    and the flame of his fire does not shine. 
6 The light is dark in his tent, 

    and his lamp above him is put out. 
7 His strong steps are shortened, 

    and his own schemes throw him down… 
19 He has no posterity or progeny among his people, 

    and no survivor where he used to live. 
21 Surely such are the dwellings of the unrighteous, 

    such is the place of him who knows not God.” 

#7 CONTEXT IS KING 



#8 UNDERSTAND  

THE BROADER 

BIBLICAL STORY 



Acts 16:29-33 

29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling 

with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he 

brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they 

spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and 

washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and 

all his family. 

#8 UNDERSTAND THE BROADER BIBLICAL STORY 



Acts 2:37-38 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 

shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 

#8 UNDERSTAND THE BROADER BIBLICAL STORY 



Acts 8:34-38 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 

else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 

this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.36 And 

as they were going along the road they came to some water, 

and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 

from being baptized?”38 And he commanded the chariot to 

stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 

eunuch, and he baptized him. 

#8 UNDERSTAND THE BROADER BIBLICAL STORY 



#9 THE DIFFERENCE: 

WHAT THE TEXT SAYS 

AND WHAT GOD MIGHT 

BE SAYING 



Isaiah 49:9-11 

They shall feed along the ways; 

    on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 
10 they shall not hunger or thirst, 

    neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, 

for he who has pity on them will lead them, 

    and by springs of water will guide them. 
11 And I will make all my mountains a road, 

    and my highways shall be raised up. 

 

 

#8 UNDERSTAND THE BROADER BIBLICAL STORY 


