


Matthew 21:33-46  "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted 

a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. 

Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.  34 

When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his 

fruit.  35 "The tenants seized his servants; they

beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 

36 Then he sent other servants to them, more

than the first time, and the tenants

treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent

his son to them. 'They will respect my son,

' he said. 



38 "But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. 

Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.'  39 So they took him and threw him 

out of the vineyard and killed him.  40 "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  41 "He will bring those wretches

to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent

the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his

share of the crop at harvest time."  42 Jesus said

to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures:

"'The stone the builders rejected has become

the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes'? 



43 "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people who will produce its fruit.  44 He who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  45 When the chief 

priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was talking about 

them.  46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid

of the crowd because the people held that

he was a prophet.



Luke 20:46-47  "Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in 

flowing robes and love to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the most 

important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets.  47 They 

devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be 

punished most severely."



UNLOCKING THE MEANING

‘When the chief priests and 

the Pharisees heard Jesus' 

parables, they knew he was 

talking about them….’



Matthew 23:27-34   "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside 

but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean.  28 In the 

same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 

are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the 

graves of the righteous.



30 And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have 

taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.'  31 So you testify 

against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the 

prophets.  32 Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers!  33 "You 

snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?  34 

Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them 

you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from 

town to town.



Matthew 21:37-39  Last of all, 

he sent his son to them. 'They 

will respect my son,' he said.  

38 "But when the tenants saw 

the son, they said to each other, 

'This is the heir. Come, let's kill 

him and take his inheritance.'  

39 So they took him and threw 

him out of the vineyard and 

killed him.

THEY WERE THE ONES WHO WOULD 

CRUCIFY JESUS



Luke 20:45-47  While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples,  46 

"Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and 

love to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honour at banquets.  47 They devour widows' houses 

and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely."



A DANGER TO BE ALERT TO …



CONSUMERISM!



Revelation 3:14-15  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the 

words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation.  15 I 

know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 

other!



Luke 9:23-24  Then he said to 

them all: "If anyone would come 

after me, he must deny himself 

and take up his cross daily and 

follow me.  24 For whoever wants 

to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will 

save it.



A GOAL TO PURSUE…



John 15:4-9  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch 

can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5 "I am the vine; you are the 

branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not 

remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If 

you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be given you.  8 This is to my Father's glory, that 

you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.



John 5:19-20  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do 

nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever 

the Father does the Son also does.  20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 

he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these.


