


THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT
Matthew 22:35-38  One of them, an expert in 
the law, tested him with this question:  36 
"Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?"  37 Jesus replied: 
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  
38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment.



PUTTING THE KINGDOM FIRST
Matthew 6:31-33  So do not worry, saying, 
'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' 
or 'What shall we wear?'  32 For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them.  33 But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as 
well.



THINGS ABOVE …
Colossians 3:1-3  Since, then, you have been 
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.  3 For you died, 
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.



GOD FIRST IN EVERYTHING
Deuteronomy 6:10-14  When the LORD your God 
brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you-- a land with 
large, flourishing cities you did not build,  11 houses 
filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, 
wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves 
you did not plant-- then when you eat and are 
satisfied,  12 be careful that you do not forget the 
LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery.  13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only 
and take your oaths in his name.  14 Do not follow 
other gods, the gods of the peoples around you



REALIGNING OUR LIVES …
Matthew 13:44-46  "The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field. When a man 
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went 
and sold all he had and bought that field.  45 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls.  46 When he 
found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.



Restored relationship with God
Hebrews 8:10-12   This is the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel after that time, 
declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their 
minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.  11 No 
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man 
his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because 
they will all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest.  12 For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more."



God can be trusted
Ephesians 3:16-19  I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being,  17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love,  18 may have power, 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  
19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge-- that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.



God is at work in each one of us
2 Corinthians 12:7-10   To keep me from becoming 
conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me.  8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9 But 
he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ's power may rest on me.  10 That is why, for 
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.



Romans 8:28-30  And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.  
29 For those God foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
30 And those he predestined, he also called; 
those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified.



God first because …..
1. Temptation

2. Honour God

3. The blessing and benefits

4. The Christian journey

Philippians 1:6  …being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.


