


THE BATTLE FOR 
IDENTITY IN A 

CULTURE OF 
PERFORMANCE

“That which 
gives you value, 

gives you 
identity”



WHAT WAS 
ADAM’S 

IDENTITY IN 
THE GARDEN?



Genesis 1:26-30

26 Then God said, “Let us make human 
beings in our image, to be like us. They 
will reign over the fish in the sea, the 
birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild 
animals on the earth, and the small 
animals that scurry along the ground.”27 
So God created human beings in his own 
image. In the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.



Genesis 1:26-30

28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be 
fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and 
govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, 
the birds in the sky, and all the animals 
that scurry along the ground.”



Genesis 1:26-30

29 Then God said, “Look! I have given 
you every seed-bearing plant 
throughout the earth and all the fruit 
trees for your food. 30 And I have given 
every green plant as food for all the wild 
animals, the birds in the sky, and the 
small animals that scurry along the 
ground—everything that has life.”



Genesis 2:26-30

15 The Lord God placed the man in the 
Garden of Eden to tend and watch over 
it. 16 But the Lord God warned him, “You 
may freely eat the fruit of every tree in 
the garden— 17 except the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. If you eat 
its fruit, you are sure to die.”



WHAT 
ACTUALLY 
HAPPENED 

AT THE FALL?



HOW DO I 
PROVIDE FOR 
MYSELF AND 
MY FAMILY?



James 1:16-18

16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers 
and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and 
perfect is a gift coming down to us 
from God our Father, who created all 
the lights in the heavens. He never 
changes or casts a shifting shadow. 18 
He chose to give birth to us by giving us 
his true word. And we, out of all creation, 
became his prized possession.



Matthew 6:31-33

31 “So don’t worry about these things, 
saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we 
drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These 
things dominate the thoughts of 
unbelievers, but your heavenly Father 
already knows all your needs. 33 Seek 
the Kingdom of God above all else, and 
live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need.



HOW DOES 
THE GOSPEL 
CHANGE
UNEMPLOYMENT?



RECLAIMS 
THE REAL 
GREAT 
COMMISSION



TEACHES US 
TO LET GO 
OF THE 
WRONG 
IDENTITY



TEACHES US 
TO BRING 
PURPOSE AND 
ENJOYMENT 
INTO OUR 
WORK 



TEACHES 
US TO RELY 
ON GOD 
FOR OUR 
NEEDS



4 Responses to Unemployment

Surrender Self-
made identity

Surrender control 
of our finances

Choose to trust in 
God

Act in Wisdom


