


CHRISTIANITY, MONEY AND CULTURE
Why the Bible has so much to say about money



What our culture says

ABOUT MONEY



Financial pressure
Matthew 6:25-27  "Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes?  26 Look at the 
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they?  27 Who of you by worrying can add 
a single hour to his life?



Matthew 6:31-33  So do not worry, saying, 'What 
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?'  32 For the pagans run after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them.  33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.



God has the final say
Matthew 6:19-21   "Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal.  20 But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.



John 6:5-6  When Jesus looked up and saw a 
great crowd coming toward him, he said to 
Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these 
people to eat?"  6 He asked this only to test him, 
for he already had in mind what he was going to 
do.



Our contentment and well being
Philippians 4:12-13  I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.  13 I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength.



1 Timothy 6:6-11  But godliness with contentment is 
great gain.  7 For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it.  8 But if we have 
food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs.  11 But you, 
man of God, flee from all this, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 
gentleness.



Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NLT) Those who love money will 
never have enough. How absurd to think that wealth 
brings true happiness!



A resource to be used not
SOMETHING TO RELY ON



Matthew 6:19-20  "Don't store up treasures here on 
earth, where they can be eaten by moths and get 
rusty, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 Store 
your treasures in heaven, where they will never 
become moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be 
safe from thieves.



Matthew 6:28-30  "And why do you worry about 
clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do 
not labour or spin.  29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 
these.  30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith?



Matthew 16:8-10  Aware of their discussion, Jesus 
asked, "You of little faith, why are you talking among 
yourselves about having no bread?  9 Do you still not 
understand? Don't you remember the five loaves for 
the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you 
gathered?  10 Or the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered?



The impact of

GENEROSITY



Sets people free
Matthew 6:24  "No one can serve two masters. 
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Matthew 6:31-32  So do not worry, saying, 'What 
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?'  32 For the pagans run after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them.



Acts 2:45  Selling their possessions and goods, they 
gave to anyone as he had need.

Acts 4:32  All the believers were one in heart and 
mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 
his own, but they shared everything they had.



Luke 19:8-9  But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 
the amount."  9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation 
has come to this house, because this man, too, is a 
son of Abraham.



Evidence of God’s love
1 John 3:16-18  This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  17 
If anyone has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 
the love of God be in him?  18 Dear children, let 
us not love with words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.



2 Corinthians 9:12   This service that you perform is 
not only supplying the needs of God's people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 
God.



Healing to hurting people
1 John 3:16-18  This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  17 
If anyone has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 
the love of God be in him?  18 Dear children, let 
us not love with words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.


