
How Being a Christian Changes 
our Perspective on Death



John 11 

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 
This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was 
the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and 
wiped his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent 
word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."  



Psalms 73 

3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity 
of the wicked. 4 They have no struggles; their bodies 
are healthy and strong. 5 They are free from the 
burdens common to man; they are not plagued by 
human ills.  



John 9 

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 
His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 "Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this 
happened so that the work of God might be 
displayed in his life.  



4 When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will 
not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that 
God's Son may be glorified through it."  



5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 
Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days. 



7 Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to 
Judea."   8 "But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago 
the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back there?"…



11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, 
"Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going 
there to wake him up." 12 His disciples replied, 
"Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better."  13 Jesus had 
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought 
he meant natural sleep.  

14 So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, 15 
and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him."  



16 Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of 
the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him."  



“I'm not afraid of death; I just don't want to be there 
when it happens.”― Woody Allen



17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb for four days.  18 Bethany 
was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother.  20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet 
him, but Mary stayed at home. 21 "Lord," Martha 
said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But I know that even now 
God will give you whatever you ask." 



23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24 
Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day."  



25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?"  

27 "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 
world." 



28 And after she had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," 
she said, "and is asking for you."  29 When Mary 
heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.  30 
Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him.  31 
When the Jews who had been with Mary in the 
house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got 
up and went out, they followed her, supposing she 
was going to the tomb to mourn there.  



32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was 
and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have 
died." 



33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  34 "Where 
have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," 
they replied. 35 Jesus wept.  36 Then the Jews said, 
"See how he loved him!"  



37 But some of them said, "Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?"  38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 "Take away the stone," he 
said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 
been there four days."  



40 Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?"  

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked 
up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that 
they may believe that you sent me."  



43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 
voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, 
and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take 
off the grave clothes and let him go." 45 Therefore 
many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 
had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.  



33 he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled… 35 
Jesus wept.  36 Then the Jews said, "See how he 
loved him!"  … 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, 
came to the tomb.



1. Empathy

V33

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had 
come along with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in spirit and troubled.  



2. Lazarus’ Suffering



3. What Death stands for?



People weren't meant to die.

Rm.  5v12

…sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, 
because all sinned—

Genesis 3

2 The woman said to the serpent....3 God did say, 
'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 
you will die.'" 



John 14 

9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even 
after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.



how people View Death today



“You just cease to be”

Regarding the mind–body problem, most 
neuroscientists take a physicalist position according 
to which consciousness derives from and/or is 
reducible to physical phenomena such as neuronal 
activity occurring in the brain. The implication of this 
premise is that once the brain stops functioning at 
brain death, consciousness fails to survive and ceases 
to exist.



“I do not fear death. I had been dead for billions and 
billions of years before I was born, and had not 
suffered the slightest inconvenience from it.”― Mark 
Twain



b) Karma takes its course  - Reincarnation?
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b) Karma takes its course  - Reincarnation?

c) Everybody goes to “Heaven” - eventually

d) Islam 



The Christian View of Death



"Sir, if I believed what you and the church of God say 
that you believe, even if England were covered with 
broken glass from coast to coast, I would walk over it, 
if need be, on hands and knees and think it worth 
while living, just to save one soul from an eternal hell 
like that!“  - CHARLES PEACE 1879



A) Death doesn’t catch God off-guard

Ecclesiastes 3

There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven: 2 a time to be born and a time 
to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,  



Hebrew 9 (NASB)

27 it is appointed for men to die once and after this, 
judgment  



Ps 139

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My 
frame was not hidden from you when I was made in 
the secret place. When I was woven together in the 
depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed 
body. All the days ordained for me were written in 
your book before one of them came to be. 



Proverbs 16

9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD 
determines his steps.  



B) God Cares about our Death

Ps 116

15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of 
his saints.  



Luke 16

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his 
gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich 
man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 "The time came when the beggar died and the 
angels carried him to Abraham's side. 



Isaiah 57

The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his 
heart; devout men are taken away, and no one 
understands that the righteous are taken away to be 
spared from evil.  2 Those who walk uprightly enter 
into peace; they find rest as they lie in death.  



C) For a Believer Death is departing to a 
Better place

Phil 1

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am 
to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 
23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is 
more necessary for you that I remain in the body.  



Revelation 21

They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away."  5 He who was seated on 
the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 



1 Cor 13

12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  



d) We are not to Worry but TRUST

John 14

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; 
trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many 
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am.  



Dying well



1. Be prepared

CH 12

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, 
before the days of trouble come and the years 
approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in 
them"…  6  Remember him--before the silver cord is 
severed, or the golden bowl is broken; before the 
pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel 
broken at the well,   7  and the dust returns to the 
ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God 
who gave it...  



Luke 12

16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a 
certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He 
thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place 
to store my crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll 
do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 
And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things 
laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and 
be merry." ' 



20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will 
get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "This is 
how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 
himself but is not rich toward God."  



2. Live your Life now with Heaven 
in Mind



1 Cor 15

19  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are 
to be pitied more than all men.   20  But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.  

2 Peter 1

10 be all the more eager to make your calling and 
election sure. For if you do these things, you will 
never fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  



Mt 6

19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.  



Denial



Practical arrangements

• A will

• Life insurance

• Provision for dependents 

• Money available after accounts frozen

• Encourage independence

• A going away file



Phil 3

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss 
for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  



10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 
dead.  



12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have 
taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  15 All of 
us who are mature should take such a view of things.  




