
PURSUING 

PRACTICAL 

HOLINESS



IF WE WANT TO 

MINISTER LIKE 

JESUS, 

WE MUST BE HOLY 

LIKE JESUS



His divine power has granted to us all things

that pertain to life and godliness… For this

very reason, make every effort to supplement

your faith… For if these qualities are yours

and are increasing, they keep you from being

ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our

Lord Jesus Christ. – 2 Peter 1:3-8

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall

see God. – Matthew 5:8



WHEN WE DO NOT 

PURSUE HOLINESS, 

WE MINISTER BLIND

The effectiveness and fruitfulness of our 

ministry rests on our pursuit of holiness 



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 

HOLINESS?

Holiness or Sanctification means to be 

set apart

To be dedicated for God’s purpose



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 

HOLINESS?

1. Positional Sanctification

2. Progressive Sanctification

3. Perfect Sanctification



POSITIONAL HOLINESS

And such were some of you. But you were

washed, you were sanctified, you were

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ

and by the Spirit of our God. – 1 Cor 6:11



PROGRESSIVE HOLINESS

For this is the will of God, your

sanctification: that you abstain from sexual

immorality; that each one of you know how to

control his own body in holiness and honor...

For God has not called us for impurity, but in

holiness. – 1Thess 4:3-8



PERFECT HOLINESS

Not that I have already obtained this or am

already perfect, but I press on to make it

my own, because Christ Jesus has made

me his own. – Phil 3:12



POSITIONED TO PROGRESS

We have been sanctified through the

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once

for all.
– Hebrews 10:10

For by a single offering he has perfected

for all time those who are being sanctified.
– Hebrews 10:14



THE PURSUIT OF 

HOLINESS REQUIRES  

OBEDIENCE



OUR OBEDIENCE IS 

AN EXPRESSION OF 

OUR LOVE FOR 

GOD

“ If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments” 

– Jesus (John 14:15)



OUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD IS NOT 

FLAT

WE CAN PLEASE HIM



OUR ACTIONS CAN 

PLEASE OR DISPLEASE 

GOD
and whatever we ask we receive from him,

because we keep his commandments and do

what pleases him. – 1 John 3:22

Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline,

so be zealous and repent. – Rev. 3:19



THE PURSUIT OF 

HOLINESS REQUIRES  

VIOLENCE



HOLINESS = KILLING SIN

For if you live according to the flesh you will

die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the

deeds of the body, you will live. – Romans 8:13

“Be killing sin or it will be killing you.” – John

Owen



But each person is tempted when he is

lured and enticed by his own desire. Then

desire when it has conceived gives birth to

sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings

forth death. – James 1:14-15

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and

exiles to abstain from the passions of the

flesh, which wage war against your soul.

– 1 Peter 2:11



THE BATTLE FOR 

OUR SOUL IS 

FOUGHT AT THE 

LEVEL OF DESIRE!



THE ROOT OF ALL SIN IS 

UNBELIEF AND 

MISPLACED FAITH



PURSUING PRACTICAL 

HOLINESS


