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Well, 2018 is well and truly 
underway!  We are looking 
forward to a wonderful 
year partnering with you 
as we endeavour to teach 
our kids about the Lord, 
so that in time they will 
choose themselves to have 
a vibrant relationship with 
Jesus!  

As Christian parents, our 
challenge is to keep training 
our children “in the way they 
should go”.  The older they get, 
the more of a challenge that 
seems to be!  So how do we 
navigate this path?

An interesting clip on Rightnow 
Media by Robert Morgan, 
Senior Pastor of The Donelson 
Fellowship focuses on 
DEUTERONOMY 6, portraying 
it as “the atmosphere in which 

God wants to raise His giants”.  

“…so that you, your children and 
their children after them may 
fear the Lord…” God wants us to 
see big picture here – to raise 
up future generations who will 
love Him!

 “Impress them on your 
children.” Rather than sitting 
passively and hoping that our 
children come to know the 
Lord, the verb “impress” implies 
ACTION!  

“Talk about them when you 
walk along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get up.”
This verse implies that our 
relationship with God is be 
seen as part of our daily lives.  
Instead of walking dusty roads, 
we find ourselves tearing 
around in our cars or taxis from 
one place to the next. 

However, the challenge 
remains to make the Lord 
part of our daily conversation, 
and to start and end each day 
talking to the Lord.  

“Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your 
foreheads.” Are we showing 
our kids that we are happy to 
be identified as believers in 
the community?  Is the Bible, 
the main symbol of our faith, a 
book they see us reading and 
referred to every day? 

“Write them on the door 
frames of your houses and 
on your gates.” Does our 
home reflect our love of the 
Lord? Is our home a place 
where God’s desires for our 
lives are acknowledged, and 
where others are made to feel 
welcome?
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Studying 
the Bible 
as a Family  
By Larry Fowler 

My first church service in 
Kazakhstan was an eye-
opening experience. For one, 
the gathering lasted three 
hours and included three 
sermons! As a guest preacher, 
I sat on the stage facing the 
audience. I could see up into 
the balcony, where all the 
children sat. A few adults 
sat scattered among them. I 
wondered why the children 
weren’t learning in a more age-
appropriate setting.

Later, I asked my hosts, “Don’t 
you have a Sunday school 
for the children?” Their blank 
look revealed that they didn’t 
understand my concern. “Their 
parents teach them” was their 
simple explanation.

At the time, I thought that 
answer was . . . well, weird. 
Didn’t the church want to 
teach kids the Bible? But 
maybe their approach wasn’t 
really so strange. After all, 
the Bible states that it is the 
responsibility of parents 
to impress God’s Word on 
children.
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Now, I’m a firm believer in 
children’s ministry, and today 
that church in Kazakhstan 
has developed a thriving 
kids’ program. But I also think 
that, in today’s fast-paced 
culture, it’s too easy for loving, 
well-meaning parents to rely 
entirely on the church for the 
teaching of the Scripture. God 
says it’s the job of parents to 
lead their children in studying 
God’s Word.

So how can we make this a 
priority every day? I think one 
of the clearest models for 
studying Scripture as a family is 
found in the pages of Scripture 
itself. God, through His servant 
Moses, gives families a pattern 
from which to organize family 
study of God’s Word:

You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk 
of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk 
by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise. You 
shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. 
You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. (Deuteronomy 
6:7-9)

When you sit . . .
Think about the phrase “when 
you sit in your house” for a 
moment, and consider how it 
might relate to Bible study in a 
modern home:

It is planned. Taking the time to 
study Scripture probably wasn’t 
easy in the time of Moses—
and they didn’t even have 
the distraction of television. 
Likewise, spiritual training isn’t 
going to get done nowadays 
unless you set aside time to 
study together as a family. 
As your kids get older, help 
them carve out regular, daily 
time to read God’s Word. Your 
goal is to teach them to study 

Scripture on their own.

It is structured. Planning time 
for study leads to the need 
for an orderly approach. Is it a 
chapter of Scripture a day, along 
with questions to answer, or a 
thematic approach using a Bible 
reading guide? Is it memorizing 
a series of key Scripture verses 
together as a family? For older 
kids, are you providing age-
appropriate materials that foster 
independent study?

It includes mealtimes. Guiding 
conversation around the truths 
of God’s Word, especially with 
young children, is a great way 
to make the most of mealtime. 
Focus on questions that guide 
basic worldview, talking about 
how biblical truths influences 
their lives. As kids get older, give 
them opportunities to share 
their experiences about how 
scriptural truth relates to their 
life at school and to the views of 
their friends.

When you walk . . .
Today we might also read this 
as, “When in the car.” What 
we communicate in the times 
between the events of life is 
the complement to what we 
communicate at home:

It’s unplanned and unstructured. 
Whatever is happening around 
you, there are always teachable 
moments. An impressive 
sunset or thundercloud, the 
actions of someone nearby, an 
overheard song or newscast—
are all opportunities to link 
biblical truth to life. Help the 
Word of God become relevant 
to the world your children are 
processing. As kids get older, 
move from teachable moments 
to “talkable” moments—times 
when you give them opportunity 
to discuss their opinions on 
how biblical principles might be 
applied to difficult life scenarios.
It includes real-life events. I 
recently told my grandchildren 
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a story about how a mechanic 
had given me too much money 
back after I’d paid him. In fact, 
I’d gotten nearly $15 extra 
back! “Wasn’t that cool?” I 
asked. My grandkids certainly 
didn’t think it was cool. “You 
should have given it back,” they 
said. “Why?” asked their mom. 
“That’s like stealing,” the kids 
responded. “And God says we 
shouldn’t steal.”

They got it. And I assured my 
family that I did give the money 
back.

When you lie down, and 
when you rise . . .
I don’t imagine homes were 
very big in Moses’ day, and it 
would have been easier for the 
whole family to talk together 
as they were falling asleep. 
But the principle of review and 
reflection at the end of the day 
is just as critical today. Recite 
encouraging Scripture verses 
and pray together with your 
kids when you say goodnight. 
Then, in the morning, do the 
same to prepare for the new 
day. 

You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand . . . write 
them on the doorposts of 
your house . . .
Remember those WWJD (What 
Would Jesus Do?) bracelets? 
They were designed with the 
idea that continual exposure 
to truth helps influence our 
decisions. We can do the same 
thing by keeping Scripture 
before our kids’ eyes at home.

Just as we heed the signs that 
help our society function, we 
need to treat God’s Word like 
important information, worth 
hanging in prominent locations. 
Plaques and Scripture memory 
notes placed strategically 
around the home provide a 
continuous reminder of the 
purpose and foundation of 
your family. 
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Truth and relevance:  
We need them both.
What I love about the pattern 
in Deuteronomy 6 is the 
appeal to balance. Structured 
teaching times are not enough 
because, on their own, they 
become an academic exercise 
with little application to life. 
Children can excel at Bible 
quizzes and have the answer 
in Sunday school but still be 
unsure how Scripture should 
guide them at soccer practice. 
But neither can parents only be 
spontaneous, as they are likely 
to miss core truths.

Teaching kids biblical 
principles is a challenging 
undertaking. But your 
willingness to teach God’s 
Word is the first and 
most important step. The 
famous Christian educator 
Henrietta Mears said, “Not 
your responsibility, but your 
response to God’s ability 
counts.”

Just be diligent. And God will 
use you. 
 

Let’s aim to make 
2018 a year that really 
counts so that our kids 
will one day be able 
to identify with the 
words of  
Proverbs 6:20 -23

My son/daughter, keep 
your father’s commands

And do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching.
Bind them upon your heart 
forever;
Fasten them around your 
neck.
When you walk, they will 
guide you;
When you sleep, they will 
watch over you
When you awake, they will 
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speak to you.
For these commands are a 
lamp,
This teaching is a light ... 

A reminder to make use of 
rightnowMEDIA! The kids’ 
section is full of movies,  
family devotions, worship 
and bible stories for all ages. 
There is also a wealth of 
information and inspiration  
for effective christian 
parenting.If you have not yet 
already done so, send your 
email address to Sharon  
(sharon@connectchurch.org.za)  
so that you can receive  
free use of this site.



Shaping 
the next 
generation  
Irna Lotter shares with 
us her desire to see 
the next generations 
in her family follow the 
Lord, and the role that 
church life has helped 
to do that  

Rewind the clock about 10 
years or so. Ross, our youngest, 
was about 3 years old and 
Martin our eldest about 7. 
Werner and I decided that, 
as our parents did with us, 
we would make sure that our 
boys attend Sunday school 
regularly. At Connect Church 
we have the added bonus that 
Sunday school takes place at 
the same time as the 10 o’clock 
service. So, with Bibles under 
the arms and noble thoughts 
of attending a church service 
without distraction from our 
young boys, we marched in. 

Without too much of a hassle 
we dropped Martin at the 
Grade 1 class and expected a 
similar effortless drop-off for 
Ross. Well let’s just say that 
what we hoped for did not 
happen on that day. In fact, it 
took a few months before Ross 
was happy for us to drop him 
at his class. 

Not ready to give up this 
battle, Werner and I settled 
for alternating Sundays to stay 
with Ross at the Little Stars 
class. I must confess that 
Sunday’s became a bit of a 
frustration for us as we were 
so desperate to attend the 
church service together, but 
one of us ended up playing in 

the sandpit and on the swings! 
Ross grew quite attached 
to a young Sunday school 
teacher, who was faithful in his 
commitment to teaching, and 
eventually could not wait to 
see his favourite teacher again, 
and that helped him overcome 
his fear of being left alone 
without mom or dad.

Now I am happy to say that our 
boys absolutely love coming to 
church on a Sunday. Both boys 
have now transitioned to The 
Forge meeting for the High 
Schoolers and find it extremely 
insightful. They take to heart 
the valuable teaching that they 
receive. This makes us very 
pleased that we stuck it out all 
these years and did our best 
to bring the boys to Sunday 
school regularly. Sometimes 
they also amaze us with their 
insight and knowledge of the 
Bible that they have received 
by attending Sunday school. 
It is also a time for them to 
meet with other friends from 
other schools and to be able 
to speak openly about their 
faith without the fear of being 
made fun of. They also have 
the opportunity to speak to 
the teachers and perhaps 
ask questions or discuss 
issues that they might not feel 
comfortable to discuss with us. 

We are grateful 
for a safe space 
that we know our 
kids will get good, 
Godly input into 
their lives.

 
Werner and I feel very strongly 
about leading by example. 
We have tried our best to 
teach them the importance of 
perseverance. We have tried to 
lead by example by attending 
church and Sunday school 
regularly, and not just when we 
feel like it. It has become a part 
of our Sunday commitment. 
Werner spent a number of 
years as a Sunday school 
teacher. We are committed to 
teaching the kids the Word of 
God and to showing them that 
we must give back – even if 
there is no apparent reward for 
doing so. It is part of serving 
The Lord with a glad heart. 

On the point of perseverance, 
we want to teach our boys 
to push through even if it is 
difficult or you don’t feel like 
doing it. There have been 
Sundays that we did not feel 
like going to church, but we 
persevered and especially on 
those days we all had a very 
blessed time and were glad 
that we did make the effort. 

As I mentioned before, we felt 
that we needed to bring up 
our kids just as our parents 
did. We are all in the process 
of shaping the next generation 
and the examples we instil in 
our kids now will most likely 
be the examples they will instil 
in their kids one day. Quite a 
thought!
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